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Statewide job growth up 12K jobs, 0.6% OTY
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Many broad sectors of Oregon’s economy have Lost jobs over the past year.

3

$63,998

$72,883

$92,653

$47,359

$94,431

$65,899

$49,716

$30,035

$87,807

$69,323

$78,033

$129,163

$91,869

$41,064

$83,692

-8,000 -4,000 0 4,000 8,000 12,000 16,000 20,000

Health care and social assistance

State and local government

Federal government

Private educational services

Wholesale trade

Mining and logging

Other services

Leisure and hospitality

Financial activities

Transportation, warehousing, and utilities

Construction

Information

Professional and business services

Retail trade

Manufacturing

Job Change

Oregon Job Change and Average Pay by Industry
April 2023 - April 2024 Job Change, 2023 Average Pay

Source: Oregon Employment Department



OEA expects Oregon to gain about 22,100 jobs in the next 12 months. 
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Oregon’s labor force participation rate was 62.9% in April.
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However, when adjusted for age, Oregon at full employment
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Southwestern Oregon had the highest unemployment rate in April.
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Unemployment rates little changed over past 3 months

County May ‘24 May ‘23

Benton 3.4 2.7

Clatsop 3.9 3.5

Columbia 4.9 4.1

Lincoln 4.6 4.2

Tillamook 4.0 3.6
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Total nonfarm employment up 3.6% from pre-pandemic level

Date Employ
ment

Percent 
Change

Feb ‘20 103,100 ---

May ‘23 105,540 +2.4%

May ‘24 106,860 +3.6%

9Source: Oregon Employment Department



Over the year growth has slowed, Mostly due to seasonal employment
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Most Counties have grown from pre-pandemic levels

Source: Oregon Employment Department

County
Employment 

Change Since 
May ‘19

Benton +5.4%

Clatsop +1.2%

Columbia +0.1%

Lincoln -1.6%

Tillamook +1.3%



Local Education and Health Services driving job gains in nw

12Source: Oregon Employment Department
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Local education, L&H, and Trade have largest employment in region

Source: Oregon Employment Department
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Dramatic recovery past two years, still room to grow

Source: Oregon Employment Department

Current 
Level 15,000

Peak-
Dec ‘19 15,350

Pandemic 
Low-Apr ‘20 13,400
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Highly cyclical from fish processing, current low not outside norm

Source: Oregon Employment Department

Current 
Level 8,650

Peak-
Aug ‘22 9,710

Pandemic 
Low-Apr ‘20 8,260



Tight labor market persists in nw Oregon

Source: Oregon Employment Department Job Vacancy Survey, Local Area Unemployment Statistics 16



Population grew by 0.5% Countywide

Source: PSU Population Research Center 17
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Clatsop County Population Change, 2022-2023
2023 Population

Clatsop County 42,095

Astoria 10,167

Cannon Beach 1,555

Gearhart 1,933

Seaside 7,393

Warrenton 6,462

Unincorporated 14,585
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Nearly 20,000 jobs in Clatsop County in 2023
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Food manufacturing/transportation down over the year

Source: Oregon Employment Department 19



Travel spending increased by 2.1% in 2023

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, Dean Runyon 20

Clatsop County GDP (2022) in 
Millions $2,368

Personal Current Transfer Receipts $629

Dividends, Interest, and Rent $438

Total Government Wages $288

Leisure and Hospitality Wages $260

Health Care Wages $189

Total Direct Travel Spending (2023) $581

Per Capita Personal Income $53,788



Have you been asked to participate in a Bureau of Labor Statistics 
(BLS) Survey? Please do!

BLS survey information is gathered to create data for businesses, jobseekers, 
workers and policy-makers about the economy including:

Your response is vital to ensuring accurate, complete, and unbiased data that 
is representative of the people and businesses in Oregon and the United States.
Your confidential responses are protected by federal and state law and strict security policies that prohibit us from releasing any information 
that could reveal the identity of you or your business without your consent.

Thank you for helping us track the Oregon economy! 21



Shaun Barrick, Workforce Economist
Shaun.Barrick@employ.oregon.gov

Sign up for the latest workforce and economic research 
www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe  

Follow us on X, @OED_Research
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